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Quick Reference Sheet

O ctober 1999

Bringing Aboriginal Resource People into Schools

New Program Estab Ished

In 1999, Sask atchew an Education
introduced te Aboriginal

E BerOutreach Program as a
com ponentofte Indian and Mé tis
Education Dee bpm ent Program
(IMED).

Specific IMED funding has been
albcakd for initiatives t atbring
Aborigina Bresource peop B, such as
E Bers, outreach workers or
culuraladmsors, into schooll.
The purpose ofthis special

com ponentofIMED is ©
encourage te buiBing and
enhancem entof re ltionships
between schoo Bdivisions and te
Aborigina lcom m unity.

Aborigina IE Bers, outreach
workers, culluralladwvsors and
otier Aboriginallresource peop B
phy avtalrol in creating a
culura W-affirm ing school
environm ent These resource
peop B can Ink student, staff,
fam i Bes and com m unity ©
Aborigina lcu bures and traditions,
as we Mas bring an enh anced
Aborigina perspective © te
school

InpEmenting E Ber/Outreach Programs

Experiences of Sch oo IDiMsions

A num ber ofsch oo ldivsions hawe initiatd E Ber or outreach programs in
school. Prior © de\e bping tie guide Ines for te AboriginallE Ber/O utreach
Program , Sask atch ew an Education contacted m any oftiese sch oo ldivisions ©
ask for teir comment and suggestions. The m ajor point expressed by tese
schoo Mdivisions are ksed be bw .

Snsitivity ©© LocalCom m unity Needs and Mews
Sch oo Mdivsion staffem phasized e im portance ofseeking te views oftie
bca lAborigina lcom m unity prior © considering a program . Insome
com m unities, needs are beter metby an outreach worker, culurallad\sor or a
group ofE Bers, rater tanasing b E Ber in residence.

Partnerships with te Aborigina lCom m unity
A consisentmessage from sch oo Bdivisions was  enter into parterships w it
bca lAborigina Borganizations, bands or triba lcouncill when p knning and
im p #Im enting a program . Many oftie peop B contaced allo mentioned te
invaliab B assistance of AboriginaBstaffm em bers.

Im portance of the S Bction Process
When se Bcting a person for a position, te message was clar - involle te
community. The candidat m usthawe te respectofstudent, teir fam i les
and e community. Itis cruciallo seek te ad\ice and partnership of
AboriginaBorganizations when im p Bm enting an E Ber program . The se kction
ofan EHMer is ofen Inked © bcallprotoco land tradition.

Understanding tie TraditionalRol ofan E Ber
A num ber ofpeop B advised t atprior © im p Bm enting an E Ber T program ,
student and staffshou M receive an orientation on te traditionallrol ofan
E Merand te robf te EMerwilphy in tie schooll This canhe b prenent
misunderstandings. Itcanalohe b tachers © know how te E Ber can assist
in ckssroom activities and promMde advice  students.

On Courseis a publication of the Planning, Evaluation and Children’s Services Branch of Saskatchewan Education highlighting new
developmentsin palicy, community education, curriculum evaluation and learning assessments.




1999-2000 AboriginalE Ber/Outreach Program

In Jine 1999, schoo Bdinisions subm ited app Bcations © te Aborigina lE Ber/O utreach Program requesting over $50,000.
A totallof9309,000, a Mt e avai bb B funding, was approved. Progct were approved based on tie strengt oftie
proposall num ber of Aborigina Istudent invo Led, partnerships wit te Aboriginallcom m unity and existing Com m unity
Education funding.

The progct invo Le o\er 70 schooll in 21 schoo BdimMsions. Funding is promMded for a t ree-year period, after which time
schoo Mdivisions may reapp . The folbwing &b B describes a ew oftie approved progcs.

Sah oo IDivision ProgpctDescription

Scenic Vallly

Contact Lynne Saas, Botr Scenic \VVally and K udson Bay sch oo Bdivisions are inc liding Aborigina Bresource

Director ofEducation peop b in teir alernative high schoo Bprograms.

ph: 748-2523 - InScenic Vally, E Bers work wit high-risk student in an alernat setting. The
program is new and is mode Bd ona hrge fam il farm . E Mers from six bcalbands

and he b student deve bp a sense oftieir HrstNation heritage, as we las ®ach Be skill
such as gardening, cook ing, canning and sim p # carpentry.

H udson Bay - The H udson Bay Schoo IDiusion ¥ Student Transition Education Partnership (STEP)

Contact Ron Richardson, program is an akernative program for 12- © 18-year-ol atrisk student. This year,

Direcor of Education tie program inc lides a CuluralLiaison Coordinator 1 creat a culura -affirm ing

ph: 865-2444 sch oo lenvironm entand deve bp Unk ages between te schoo land fam i les.

Sask atch ew an Riners The Saskatchewan Rivers Schoo IDivsion has expanded teir Aborigina ICu RuraBAd\isor
Contact Tom Sutier bnd, | initiatinve. Aborigina ICuBuralBAd\isors he b Ink schooll and Aborigina lfam i kes, he b

Superinendentof find E Bers for sch oo Bactivities and program s, and assistachers © expand student ~
Education aw areness of AboriginallcuBures. They are rol m ode I, mentors, counse lbrs and
ph: 764-1571 tachers o many Aborigina lstudent.

The program was dewe bped in consu Bation wit bcalFrstNations and te school
diMsion T Aborigina BAd\isory Com m itiee.

Biggar The Biggar Schoo IDiwMsion has hired an AboriginalOutreach W orker for tie Cando
Contact Morris Snit, Schooll Cando Schoo lis asm alischoolwit approxim at ¥ 150 Aboriginalstudent. The
Director of Education outreach worker assis® te schoollin creating a sch oo Benvironm entt atis cullura
ph: 948-3348 re lvantand affirm ing. Increasing Aboriginalfam i ¥ innvo lem entis am apr obgctive of

te initiative. The outreach worker works chbse ¥ wit individualstudent and teir
fam i Bes in an effortto break downsome oftie barriers tatim pair indiMduallstudent
success inschool

I a kCrosse I} a bk Crosse, a predom inanth Métis com m unity, has over 500 K-12 student. The
Contact Dr. Wi lam schoo Idivsion has initiatd an E Bers Program encom passing presch oo lo adu keducation.
Duftee, Director of The program invo les te H eadstart(presch oo § Program , Rossigno 1Sch oo I(K-12) and te
Education I¥ a h Crosse Métis A Ernak Education Program , an alernat adu keducation program .
ph: 752-2390 E Bers are integral invo Led in de\e bping a Mich if/Cree knguage program, a culural

program and an outdoor education program . The E Bers Program inc lides an E Bers =
centre, workshops on culurallaw areness and k now Bdge, storyt Eng, yout counse Hing,
taling circbs and healing activities.

For inform ation on tie AboriginalE BerOutreach Program caBPatErh ardtat(306) 787-9448.
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